
Dam Slacks - what your title register means for the land (based on Title MS126961): 
What you can generally do 
Because this is freehold land owned by the Parish Council, the owner has broad rights to 
use and manage it. However, those rights are restricted by old legal conditions (covenants 
and rights). 
In practice, you can usually: 

• Use the land in ways that comply with its existing planning status and any covenant 
restrictions 

• Maintain, repair, or improve the land (subject to permissions if required) 
• Transfer or deal with the land (but see restrictions below) 

What you cannot do / is restricted 
1. Restrictive covenants (1980 Conveyance) 
There are binding restrictions on how the land can be used, set out in the 11 Nov 1980 
conveyance. 
These typically may include limits such as: 

• Restrictions on certain types of development or use (exact wording is in the filed 
copy) 

• Requirements to preserve certain conditions or character of the land 

 You’d need the full conveyance document to know the exact “do not” list. 
2. Pre-emption right (very important) 
There is a right of pre-emption (first refusal to buy back): 

• Held by the owner of Birchley Hall Estate 
• Lasts until 11 November 2060 

What this means: 

• If the land is ever offered for sale, or certain trigger events occur, the Birchley Hall 
Estate owner may have the first right to buy it before anyone else 

• This can also restrict how freely the land can be sold or transferred 

3. User / condition restrictions 
The title mentions conditions regarding use of the land. 
This usually means: 

• The land may only be used for specific purposes 
• Certain developments or changes of use may be prohibited or require consent 

4. Rights and covenants from 1985 Deed (Merseyside County Council) 
There is also a Deed of Grant (1985) which: 

• Grants certain rights over or relating to the land (exact rights not listed here) 
• Imposes additional restrictive covenants 



This could include things like: 

• Access rights for utilities or authorities 
• Restrictions on building or altering parts of the land 

Bottom line 
You own the land freehold, but it is not unrestricted land. The key limitations are: 

• You must comply with historic restrictive covenants (1980 + 1985) 
• There is a long-term pre-emption right (until 2060) affecting sale/transfer freedom 
• There are use restrictions that may limit development or change of use 
• Other third-party rights may exist from the 1985 deed 

 


